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Englisk sHotact

A) Objectives
The principal objectives of the project are:
»  Study of current situation of Islamic manuscripts in Upper Egypt.
> Define and survey the manuscript collections in Upper Egypt.
» Report material status of Islamic manuscripts in Upper Egypt.
»  Study of the history of available collections and formation.

> Provide integrated bibliography of manuscripts catalogues, lists, data bases, etc.
» Introduce the rare manuscripts.

B) Methodology

The survey activities started with identifying locations of keeping manuscripts collections. A Field visit for
these locations was followed for collecting data, through personal investigation of the collections,
documents and discussions with Liberians. Gathered data analyzed to get useful generalize information on
general situation of manuscripts collections that is reported in the details of this final report.

Data collected from most collections included, but will not restrict, to the following:
* General data on the collection: title, library/institution type, address, contact and communication details,
authority, etc.
» History of the collection and formation.
« Infrastructure data: building, store and exhibition places and equipments, internal
atmosphere, conservation means, methods and standards (of cataloguing, conservation, etc), etc.
« Human resources.
« Access and photocopying services.
« Material condition: keeping and handling, conservation needs, etc.
« Total number of manuscripts, details of original and photocopied, internal sections, languages, and
subject categories, etc.
e Rare manuscripts.
e (atalouges, lists, databases ... etc.

12
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Detailed Project Proposal

Surveying Islamic Manuscripts collections in Egypt is important for updating and extending
information available. The recent available information goes back to two decades (Egypt chapter, in:
World Survey of Islamic Manuscripts, al-Furgan Foundation, London, 1992).

With the limited grant, survey of Egypt collections need to be split into stages. The first stage will
cover only Upper Egypt, which includes the following governorates: Giza, Fayoum, Bani Souwaif,
Menia, Assiut, Sohag, Qena, Luxor, Aswan, in addition to Cairo, 6 October and Helwan. However,
Upper Egypt represents a special priority due to its lack of more adequate information.

The survey activities will start with identifying locations of keeping manuscripts collections either in
Libraries, museums, or institutions. Field visits for these locations will follow for collecting data,
through personal investigation of the collections, documents and discussions with Liberians. Gathered
data then analyzed to get useful generalize information on general situation of manuscripts collections
that will be reported as final output of the project.

Data need to be collected from each collection will include, but will not restrict, to the following:
* General data on the collection: title, library/institution type, address, contact and communication
details, authority, etc.
« History of the collection and formation.
» Infrastructure data: building, store and exhibition places and equipments, internal
atmosphere, conservation means, methods and standards (of cataloguing, conservation, etc),
etc.

* Human resources.

« Access and photocopying services.

« Material condition: keeping and handling, conservation needs, etc.

« Total number of manuscripts, details of original and photocopied, internal sections, languages, and
subject categories, etc.

Rare manuscripts.
Catalouges, lists, databases ... etc.
Publications.
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